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In the early months of 1942, the United States was at war with Hitler. But Americans could still go to 
sleep at night knowing the enemy was an ocean away in Europe. Or so they thought.  
 
Little did Americans know that German submarines —“Unterseeboot” or “U-boats”— were dangerously 
close to U.S. shores, stealthily lurking in the waters off the Eastern and Gulf coasts. The United States 
Navy was fully aware of the close proximity of the U-boats, but took great pains to keep the danger quiet, 
fearing a full-blown panic if the public knew just how close the Nazis were and how much trouble they 
were causing for the U.S. military.  
 
Local lore in Louisiana recounts tales of German soldiers walking the streets of New Orleans and even 
sampling the Cajun cuisine. And eight German soldiers were actually arrested on U.S. soil in June of 
1942. But for years, the real facts have remained a secret.  
 
Now, Nazis in the Backyard will tell your viewers the whole story. 
 
WHAT IS THE SHOW? 
Nazis in the Backyard is a 1x60 special that will recount the untold story of the U-boats’ invasion of U.S. 
waters and the havoc they wreaked on ships that were carrying vital supplies for the war effort. The facts 
of the story will be dramatized with a return to six U-boat casualties that lie in watery graves in the north-
central portion of the Gulf of Mexico.  
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Diving to depths of up 6,500 feet, our camera-equipped ROVs will provide stunning footage of these 
historic shipwrecks. Our cameras will also visit the remains of the infamous U-166 which, ironically, lies 
close to the very ship it brought down: the Robert E. Lee. (The Robert E. Lee’s naval escort, PC 566, dropped 
ten deadly depth charges on the U-166.) We’ll explain how the U-boat campaign put an enormous dent in 
U.S. morale until the Navy ultimately came up with a plan to combat this furtive enemy.  

 
NAZIS IN THE BACKYARD: THE BACKSTORY 
After Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor and America’s entry into World War II, Hitler extended his U-boat 
attacks to the shores of America. The German subs weren’t limited to operations on America’s East Coast. 
They struck deep into America’s backyard — the Gulf of Mexico — making their way up as far as the 
mouth of the Mississippi and sinking fifty-six vitally important, supply laden merchant vessels in just 
over a year.  
 
These U-boats caused a major disruption in supply and passenger 
transportation. Many of the ships that were attacked by the U-
boats were actually passenger vessels called into service by the 
Navy. No boat was safe from attack during the early months of 
the war; if it was in the water, it was fair game for prowling U-
boats. 
 

WHAT YOU WILL SEE 
The show will combine undersea footage from our planned expedition with archival footage and 
computer animation to tell the story of Nazis in the Backyard.  
 
Segments will include: 
 

   Striking underwater footage of the Gulfoil, the Gulfpenn, the 
Virginia, the S.S. Alcoa Puritan, the Halo, and the S.S. Robert E. 
Lee, ships that haven’t been seen in sixty years. We will also see 
footage of the infamous U-166, one of the U-boats that never 
made it back home to Germany. 

 
   Archival footage of U.S. Naval vessels and U-boats doing battle. 

(KPI has secured access to the meticulous files contained in the Bundesarchive in Germany.) 
We’ll also watch interviews with U-boat sailors recorded by German filmmaker Florian Beriel.  

 
   Cutting-edge computer animation and sophisticated graphics will bring the U-boat campaign to 

life. We will see how the U-boats maneuvered in U.S. waters and 
understand how they were able to sink as many ships as they did. 
Animation will also illustrate the journey of the U-boats from their 
home bases in Europe, all the way to the mouth of the Mississippi. 
KPI has a proven track record for creating visually exciting 
animations featuring naval vessels, as our current series Deep Sea 
Detectives (for The History Channel) amply demonstrates.  
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   Interviews with survivors of the various U-boat attacks, some of whom endured more than one 
game of cat and mouse. Their commentary will bring to life the fear and panic that permeated the 
atmosphere of merchant vessels that were in U-boat-infested waters during this time. 

 
 We’ll speak with Louisiana locals who will share legends of Nazi soldiers who allegedly walked 

the streets of New Orleans. What is fact and what is fiction? Your viewers will ultimately be the 
judges. 
 

   We’ll interview representatives of the U.S. Navy who will talk about the government’s efforts to 
keep the U-boat campaign quiet and, more importantly, the Navy’s ultimately successful 
campaign to rid U.S. waters of its stealthy enemy with the use of undersea mines, Naval convoys, 
code-breaking and radio-intercepts.  

 
 In addition, WW II experts will provide commentary that will put our U-boat story in the larger 

historical context of the war.  
 

THE SHIPS 
 

 Gulfpenn: 8,862-ton Tanker. On May 13, 1942, the Gulfpenn left 
Port Arthur, Texas loaded with ninety thousand barrels of fuel 
oil. At mid-afternoon, the tanker was struck in the engine room 
by a torpedo from U-506. Thirteen members of the crew were 
lost, along with desperately needed fuel.  
 

 Virginia: 10,731-ton Tanker. The Virginia was hit by a torpedo 
from U-507 less than two miles from the mouth of the Mississippi River. According to an 
eyewitness account from the river bar pilot, Captain Albro Michell, the pilot boat had just pulled 
away from the Virginia when a torpedo passed directly under her and struck the tanker — which 
was loaded with petroleum — causing a violent explosion. 
 

 Robert E. Lee: Passenger Freighter. On July 30, 1942, the Robert E. Lee 
was bound for New Orleans, accompanied by naval escort PC 566. 
Forty-five miles from the safety of the Mississippi, the Robert E. Lee 
was struck by a single torpedo — launched by U-166  — and sank 
quickly, taking 10 crew members and 15 passengers with her. But the 
U-166 turned from predator to prey as it was struck by depth charges 
launched by PC 566.  
 

 SS Alcoa Puritan: 6,795-ton Cargo Freighter. In May of 1942, the Alcoa Puritan — loaded with 
bauxite and seven passengers — was on route to Mobile, Alabama. Approximately a hundred 
and thirty miles south of Mobile on May 6, 1942, the Alcoa Puritan was fired upon by U-507. The 
Captain attempted to out run the enemy sub, but the U-507 surfaced and opened fire with its 
deck guns scoring nearly fifty hits that disabled the freighter. The crew was allowed to abandon 
ship before the U-507 sank the Alcoa Puritan with yet another torpedo shot. 
 

 Gulfoil:  5,188-ton Tanker. The Gulfoil left Port Arthur on May 16, 1942, headed for New York 
City with a cargo of petroleum. At 10:41 that night a torpedo struck the tanker on the starboard 
side. She went down fast, taking twenty-one members of the crew with her.  
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 Halo: A 6,986-ton Tanker. Three days after the attack on the Gulfoil, the Halo left Galveston, Texas 
and headed for New Orleans with a cargo of crude oil. Just after midnight on May 20, 1942, U-506 
fired a torpedo that struck the Halo near the bridge. A second torpedo hit shortly afterwards, just 
aft of the bridge, reportedly destroying that part of the ship. As fire spread across the vessel, it 
began to go down by the bow. Nineteen people perished.  

 

In Conclusion 
Nazis in the Backyard is a particularly timely story given today’s political climate. In the aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001, much was made of the idea that these tragic events marked the 
first time America’s homeland was attacked by a foreign enemy. Nazis in the Backyard disputes that 
notion, showing viewers that the United States was attacked by enemy forces over sixty years ago.  
          

ABOUT KPI 
Since 1992 KPI has been a steady supplier of award-winning television programming.  Our clients include A&E, 
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